Harris, Gilbert Collection, ca. 1911-1976, esp. 1930s & 1940s
(08-007) (2 cu. ft) [Location 2.2; 13.4 (unprocessed)]
Gilbert Harris was a native of St. Louis and a graduate of Washington University of St. Louis.  Upon graduation he left the city to serve with the National Jewish Welfare Board until the early 1920s when he was lured back to become the Executive Director of YMHA-YWHA of St. Louis in 1922.  He served in that position for several decades.  Mr. Harris was a major fundraiser for the new YMHA-YWHA structure on Union Blvd. among other activities.  He was actively involved in social welfare and recreation activities and organizations, on the local, state and national levels.

Gilbert Harris was an avid writer of fiction and non-fiction.  In the latter he was particularly involved in the discussion of civil rights, workers rights, welfare and justice.  He was also a prolific speaker and presenter.  Mr. Harris was married to Rosalind Weil, a film critic for the St. Louis Times.  They had two sons.

Box 1

1. Annual Conference of the Association of Jewish Center Workers: Conference Papers, June 8-11, 1975

2. Annual Conference of the Association of Jewish Center Workers: Conference Papers, May 30-June 2, 1976

3. Biographical Material, 1920s-1949

4. Center Workers Questionnaires, 1948

5. Congratulations: Birth of Son, 1934

6. Correspondence, 1928-1958

7. Edison, Ira Speech Transcript, 1951

8. “Effect of Social Climate on Jewish Center Practice,” by Gertrude Wilson, May 1951

9. Grand Jury Association of St. Louis, 1929-1962

10. Handball, 1960

11. Harikuda Folk Dance Group Report, 1949

12. Harris, Gilbert Photographs, n.d.

13. History of the YMHA-YWHA of St. Louis, n.d.

14. The Jewish Center, Vol. 1 #1-4, 1922-1923

15. Jewish Center Program Aids, March 1949

Box 2

1. JCCA Board Manual, September 1954
2. JCCA County Branch Board Members’ Handbook, n.d.

3. JCCA: County Branch Newsletter, n.d.

4. JCCA: Olivette Committee Meeting Minutes, 1955

5. JCCA: Program and Finance Committee Minutes, 1951

6. JCCA: Union Recognition, 1956

7. Jewish Federation of St. Louis Questionnaire, n.d.

8. Jewish Orphan’s Home Building Fund Campaign, May 23-31, 1926

9. Jewish Voice Published Interviews, n.d.

10. Juvenile Delinquency Reports, 1946

11. Memorials, n.d.

12. Men Who Build the Community Script, n.d.

13. Metropolitan Group Work Patterns Report, May 1948

14. Missouri Conference for Social Welfare: Program, April 29-30, 1933

15. The Modern View: 25th Anniversary DeLuxe Edition, 1925

16. National Association of Jewish Center Workers, Regional Conferences Proceedings and Papers, 1945

17. National Conference of Jewish Social Service, 1926

18. National Conference of Social Work Annual Meeting Program, April 12-16, 1943

19. National Jewish Welfare Board Conferences, 1947-1948

20. Negro Membership Questionnaire and Report, 1950-1953

21. Notes on the History of the “Y” and the Jewish Community Centers Association, n.d.

22. Olivette Committee for the New YMHA-YWHA: Members, n.d.

23. Press Clippings, 1925-1979
24. Public Affairs Conference Proceedings, April 14-15, 1944

25. Published Articles, 1924-1925
26. Published Articles (Jewish Social Service Quarterly), 1931-1936

27. Radio Addresses, 1932-1940

28. Report of Committee on Group Work Processes, St. Louis Chapter, American Association of Social Workers, n.d.

29. Reports of the Joint Agency Committee: YMHA File, April 16, 1951

30. Reviews, 1911-1938

31. Scrapbook Pages, 1926

32. “Setting Up a Program of Work Relief,” by Joanna Colcord, 1931

Box 3

1. Special YMHA-Council House Edition, St. Louis Light, December 7, 1947
2. Speeches, Articles and Presentations, 1914-1927

3. Speeches, Articles and Presentations, 1930-1939

4. Speeches, Articles and Presentations, 1940-1949

5. Speeches, Articles and Presentations, 1950-1959

6. Speeches, Articles and Presentations: 1969

7. Speeches, Articles and Presentations: A-J, n.d.

8. Speeches, Articles and Presentations: L-Y, n.d.

9. Speeches, Articles and Presentations: Drafts, n.d.

10. Stories: Complete and Drafts, 1923-1925

11. Study of the Cultural and Recreational Resources of the Jewish Community of St. Louis, October 1926

Box 4

1. Study of the Jewish Community Center, Houston, Texas, 1941

2. The Survey, August 1930

3. Survey of the YMHA-YWHA of St. Louis, February 1939

4. United Youth for Brotherhood Human Relations Workshop, June 8, 1946

5. The “Y” Journal, 1923-1952

6. “Y” Journal: Dedication Issue, n.d.

7. “Y” Notes, 1948

8. “The “Y” Story: A Chronicle of the Jewish Center Movement in St. Louis,” by Ruth Fischlowitz, 1964

9. YMHA Center Groundbreaking, 1925

10. YMHA Constitution and By-Laws, 1947-1949

11. YMHA-YWHA Board Minutes, April 25, 1951
12. YMHA-YWHA Center Finance Report, June 1938

13. YMHA-YWHA Council House Building Fund Drive, 1947

14. YMHA-YWHA: Executive Director Reports, 1926-1954

15. YMHA-YWHA: Miscellaneous Documents, 1928-1933

16. YMHA-YWHA of St. Louis Bulletin of Activities, 1947-1950

17. YMHA-YWHA of St. Louis Bulletin of the Educational Department, 1928-1932

18. YMHA-YWHA of St. Louis Silver Jubilee Stationery, 1952

19. YMHA-YWHA Reports and Minutes, 1927-1949

Separated Material: Photographs 

Box 1
1. Congratulations: Birth of Son, 1934

2. Miscellaneous, n.d.

Milton A. Hellman, Vice President, YMHA-YWHA

Gilbert Harris

Jewish Welfare Fund Campaign Meeting

Gilbert Harris w/two others

Gilbert Harris portrait

American Cancer Society Booth w/Students

Gilbert Harris & others [building dedication?]

Amelia S. Rice, carte de visite

Gilbert Harris in hiking attire

Separated Material: Oversize

Box 1

1. “Y” Journal, Anniversary Issue, January 18, 1929

2. “Y” Journal, January 17, 1930

3. New Jewish Community Center Plan and Program, n.d.

